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stubborn senatorial opposition to its principal legislation. In
1926 the Nationalist Government enacted that within 120
days of any dissolution of the assembly the Senate may also
be dissolved, and the nominated.no less than the elected
members must vacate their seats. Obstructionism is thus
overcome, the element of checks and balances is reduced,
and a single party can dominate both houses. In 1936 a
further if minor change was effected by the Representation
of Natives Act, which provided for four additional senators
of European descent, elected in four native areas by electoral
colleges, varying in composition with local conditions. These
senators retain their seats for five years, notwithstanding a
dissolution, but have the usual privileges of their colleagues.
In 1946 provision was made for two additional Europeans
to sit in the Senate as representatives of the Indian popu-
lation, one to be elected by the Indians and one to be nom-
inated by the Government.
The Senate may reserve and veto general legislation, but
in matters, of finance it has less power than the Australian
Senate and no more than the Canadian, It cannot originate
bills to appropriate revenue or impose taxes. Nor can it
amend bills in so far as they impose taxes and appropriate
revenue, but it may reject outright a money bill.11 These
provisions have brought it into an occasional conflict with the
assembly. In 1933, for example, it amended a Railway
Construction Bill in order to delay construction, and despite
previous rulings to the contrary, its president contended that
the amendments were constitutional, while in the assembly
the clerk complained that, since the bill involved "indirect"
charges on public funds, it could not be amended by the
upper chamber,12 Apart from controversy over such diver-
gent interpretations of senatorial power, it is often pleaded
that, since the Senate has no right to amend financial bills,
it should at least possess the same privilege as the Australian
Senate to suggest amendments. Between 1910-19 it sought to
"Section 60. The Senate is not prohibited from amending bills which
incidentally impose taxes, but is prohibited from amending the taxational clauses
of these.
^See the controversial points in A Memorandum by the Clerk of ike Senate on
Position of the Senate with Regard to Money Matters, 1934; and Memorandum by
the Clerk of the House of Assembly on the Financial Powers of the Senate, 1934,